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~  PRACLARVM 


THE FEDERAL JOURNAL OF THE ROLLS-ROYCE OWNERS’ CLUB OF AUSTRALIA 


EDITOR: BILL B. COBURN, 3 JERSEY STREET, DEAKIN, A.C.T. 2600 No. 77-5 October, 1977 


QUIDVIS RECTE FACTVM QVAMVIS HVMILE PRASCLARVM Whatever ts rightly done, however humble, 15 noble Royce, 1924) 


IT PAYS TO ADVERTISE? 


As the recent owner of the most unique Dawn in Australia 
(SRH46 body by Hooper — none of your SS rust busket 
stuff) it used to irke me that | was never asked to feature 
THE car in Praeclaurm. Have you noticed how often SDB 
94 features; no marks for guessing who owns that SSRB. 
In fact the best the hon fed sec/editor had managed, in 
1/76, was a worms eye view of the posterior, not our best 
side at all! But all is not lost; for those (un) fortunates who 
have not had the honour to see this original masterpiece of 
the Royal Coachbuilders art herewith a fine view of the 
front end. 


However, the cost is high — yet another little anecdote 
from the car’s past (NSW members have already suffered 
these tit bits in L & D — still owe you that drink June). 
This tale relates to the time when SRH46 acted as the back 
drop for an advertising campaign for ‘After Eight’? choco- 
lates — the best of course. The actual photographic assign- 
ment at Newmarket — the home of horse racing in England 
— was notable mainly for a very late night, expenses paid, 
and a very difficult pre dawn (ugh) start to catch the horses 
exercising (see photo) — part of the campaign involved win- 
ning a race horse. 


The amusing part came later when the advertising agency 
(J.W. Th-ps-n) invited the dour Yorkshire Board of Direct- 
ors of Rowntrees down to London to view the proposed 
promotion campaign for After Eight Chocs. After seeing 
the film clips and stills the board went into a huddle from 
which the chairman eventually emerged to give their ver- 
dict. In his best north country accent he said, ‘‘This is not a 
bloody advert for After Eight, its a bloody advert for 
bloody Rolls-Royce’. They then all left and fame (for- 
tune?) for SRH46 was scrapped. 1 might add that my fee 
was peanuts compared to the cost of flying the photo- 
grapher (Norman Parkinson) of international standing, to 
England from his West Indies pad — C’est la vie. 


P.S. When | advertised the car for sale in the major national 
dailies in Melbourne/Sydney the only response was from a 
noted Sydney advertising man who subsequently became 
the third owner. Must be a moral somewhere. One final 
thought — why are coachbuilt cars not the desirable objects 
in Australia that they are in the UK and States? 


Bob McCulloch 


EDITOR’S NOTE 

Whilst every care is taken to check information published in Praeclarym, 
no responsibility can be accepted for errors, 
Contributions — 

The Editor would be grateful for any memorablia, photos, advertise- 
ments, accounts of restorations, memories of experiences of cars owned 
or known or any other material that deals with Rolls-Royce and Bentley 
cars, 

Subscriptions — 

Praeclarvm is available an a subscription basis to non-members and 
for those members who may wish an extra copy. Such subscriptions carry 
no membership privileges. Rates are as follows: 


Australia $Austi0. 
North America $USI0. 
Elsewhere $Aust7.50. 


All rates quoted are for surface mail. 
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DON APPLEBY’S ALBUM 
Don Appleby of York Motors Pty. Ltd., Sydney produced a collection 
of photos of Rolls-Royce and Bentley cars in Australia that he has 
gathered over the years. Bert Ward was called on to provide the 
captions. If anyone can add to the information, please advise the Editor. 


RE: DON APPLEBYS ALBUM No. 4 


1 note that it is stated that the first Silver Ghost owned by 
Mrs. Whitney was chassis No. 2448. | stand to be corrected 
but | was under the impression that 1492 was owned by the 
Whitney family sold to Ansrews, the undertaker who in 
turn sold it to an undertaker at Walcha from whom Barrie 
Gillings purched it, on his departure overseas for a few 
years study, | rebodied the car. 


It was named Chriss after the gentleman who discovered 
America in 1492, | know the Whitney family having gone 
to school with the brothers W.R. and A.W. Whitney and 
also the Todman family, incidentally who besides Rolls 
Royces had a weakness for Minerva. 


An interesting point about 1492 was that she had a decided 
list to starboard. We found out the reason for this was that 
the Walcha undertaker was a gentleman of some 22 stone. 
Quite recently Barrie has decided to have the springs re-set. 


Yours faithfully, 
G.W. Green. 


Photo No. 10 


This photo was taken in 1926-27 inside the Rolls Royce 
Service Station, Balfour Street, Chippendale NSW. In the 
left hand rear corner is the head office of B.A. Peat the 
then Rolls Royce representative for Australia. B.A. Peat 
first came to Sydney in 1914 to open up a Rolls Royce 
Repair Depot, or an Australian branch of Rolls Royce Ltd. 
Mr. Peat was trained by Sir H: Royce, who sent him to 
Australia. 


On the left hand side bench is Ted Robinson, who was the 
R.R. electrician. Further up is Charlie Cully a mechanic, 
right hand side front, reg no. 338 is Silver Ghost chassis 
no. 85AG then owned by Col J.M. Arnott of Arnotts 
Biscuit Co. Leaning over the engine is mechanic Bill Keck. 
At the engine stand, at the flywheel end is Neil Nicholson, 
general cleaner. Over the engine is Bert Ward, then fore- 
man of the Service Station. The engine was out of chassis 
1492, then owned by Mr. A.W. Whitney of Woodstock 
NSW. ~ 


Next to 85AG is veteran chassis 1OAD, owned by Mr. J. 
Adams, who was the owner of the Adams Hotel Sydney. 
Also of Tattersalls Sweep fame in Tasmania. The body was 
removed for overhauling the transmission. The bald headed 
person was Bill Hogan who was the chauffeur for the 
Adams family for many years. On W.H. Adam’s beath this 
car was bought by Wood Cuffillobo undertaker who made 
it into a hearse. After the end of World War II, they sold all 
their fleet of Rolls Royces. A yound person bought 10AD 
in 1946, and brough it around to Appleby and Wards and 
asked as to what it would cost to rebuild it, | told him he 
would not have enough money to make 10AD into a Rolls 
Royce again and told him to insure it well, drive it over Ben 


Buckler at Bondi, | never found out if he did as 1OAD has 
never been seen since, on the steering side of 10AD is an 
apprentice Bill Partridge. 


Standing in the white coat is Don Appleby’s father, Alf 
Appleby manager of service station, and my partner in the 
firm of Appleby and Ward with him is Harry Knight, who 
was in charge of the office. 


The next chassis which is behind where Alf Appleby and 
Harry Knight are standing is another lost Silver Ghost chas- 
sis No. 38RB an article on this chassis was published on 
page 28 Praeclarvm No. 75-1 Feb. 75. Over the engine is 
another mechanic J ack Burnett. 


The next car is Silver Ghost chassis No. 51TG 1922 model. 
Bought 2nd hand in England by Malcolm McKellar, later 
sold to O. Chapman who had a new body fitted in 1947. 
Then to M. McAuley of Young. However it was purchased 
in Canberra by Owen Bourke who removed the ugly body, 
he later sold the chassis. Before O. Chapman had the body 
fitted, the chassis was overhauled, and r wheel brakes fitted 
by Appleby and Ward. 


To the far right of the photo is a 20HP chassis no. GA52 
brought to Sydney by Mr. Lucas and sold to A. Wilson of 
Wagga. | believe it is still in Wagga and owned by Ray Ned- 
man. Of all the people in this photo the only ones still liv- 
ing are Bill Partridge, Jack Burnett and Bert Ward. 


Eric and May Goudie found this Bentley, Chassis 
B334DA rusting away at Temora. The car they were 
told had been sold to someone; it is minus some fairly 
major engine bits and the interior is a disaster area. 


THE AGE, 


TUESDAY, 


JULY 


16, 1957 


Rolls Royce 


Held 


Its Own 


a cars, like houses, generally reflect the type of 


owner they lave had. 


Therefore, when-I tested a 


Rolls Royce last: week—hbecause 1 was imterested in a 
Rolla Phantom TH that had done 62.000 miles—it was no 
surprise to learn that it had been built, originally, to the 
order of the Duke of Gloucester, when he beeame Governor- 


General. 


It was what might be 
termed the “road test of 
a lifetime,” because such 
a vehicle is seldom avail- 
able for testing. At the 
moment it is for sale in 
Melbourne. 

There is something about 
a Rolls Royce that fasci- 
nates. 

As one of my companions 
on the test remarked, it has 
a Kefinite atmasphere of “the 
stately homes of England 

The test car Is still 
equipped with the micro- 
phone for rear compart- 
ment passengers tu ‘give 
instructions or converse 
with the driver, whose 
section {ig divided by @ 
sliding glass panel. 

First impression, on sitting 
In the passenger section, is 
that of a loungeroum and 
tt is more comfortabie than 
many private lounges 

The sponge rubber seats 
drop one almost to the Moor 
of the car There is a lump 
Over each of the two main 
seats. Two folding seats can 
also be used as foot rests 
One of these can be re 
moved, |\f desired, to accom- 
modate a cocktail) bar 


Body Differences 


Naturally, in a car that 
has had such a close link 
with Royalty, most of the 
fittings are in “almost new” 
order, so it takes  lfctle 
imagination to visualise the 
care which must have gone 
into its making 

As the Sout) East Asian 
representative of Rolls 
Royce pointed out, Rolls 
Royce bogies invariably 
gre made according to the 
requirements of the 
owner, so that no two 
vehicles — particularly at 
the tlme of the Phantom 
11l—were positively alike. 


To start the 12-cylinder, 
50.7 h.p. engine ts not diff- 
cult—ance one has the 
routine 

First unlock the ignition, 
then tum on the master 
switch. followed oy the 
ignition switch, adjust the 
throttle and THEN press the 
starter button. 

Test the magnetoes 
operate the H-type gear 
box and away you go. 

The Rolls Royce has two 
horn tones—soft and loud 
both clearly marked on the 
centre btitton, and a very 
powerful hand brake. despite 
the smal] size of the handle 
which operates it 


° x 
Amazing Feat 
Reg Hunt. former speed 
driver. who now has the ex- 
Royal car, demonstrated an 
amazing feat with lhe car 
which I. later. tried myself 

with the saine success, 

With the throttle almost 
closed and the Rolls-Royce 
in top gear he allowed the 
speriometler to fall to 
three miles an hour, then 
opened the driver's door, 
got out and ran beside the 
ear for several minutes 
(in the meantime the 
Rolls-Royce stayed dead 
on course) before resum- 
ing the driving seat and, 
without changing gears. 
gave it full acceleration. 
It responded magnificent- 
ly. 

Rolls-Royce fans will be 
horrified to Know that we 
actually went so far as to 
put the Rolls-Royce against 
the clock, hearing jn mind 
{t had done 62,000 miles 
here are plenty of Rolls 
which have done quarter of 
a million miles and are still 
going strong. 

And to obtain a contrast 
we followed !t. Immediately 
with similar tests in a brand 


new, fully imported Ameri- 
can mode! Dodge. 
Here are the acceleration 
figures: 
ROLLS- ROYCE, 


Through Gears Top Gear 
m.p.h, Sees. m.p.h. Secs. 
0-30 3 10-30 6 
0-40 7 20-40 ©=6.2 
0-50 114 30-50 7 


IMPORTED DODGE, 
(Push-button gears L. 2, 


Drive) 
Through Gears Top Gear 
m.p.h, Secs, m.p.h. Secs, 
0-30 4.5 - 
0-30 «6 — 
0-50 7 _ 


It will be a surprise to 
Maly mutoring enthusiasts 
to kiow thal were are over 
600 pustwar Bentleys and 
Rolls Royce cars {n Austra 
lia, of which more than 250 
are in Victoria, 

These figures were quoted 
to me by Mr. E, J. Vidler, 
representative for Rolls 
poyee of Australla Pty 


‘There are no records of 
the exact number of pre- 
war Rolls and RBentteys, 
but it would he some 
hundreds. Some of these 
have done more than 
250,000 miles and are still 
going strong 


Joined Co. 

Mr. Fred Glover, whc 
came to Australia to drive 
the Rolls Royce for the Duk 
of Gloucester, Is now Lrans- 
port officer for the Rol 
Royee company in Sydney 

As 1, was raining heavily 
when the Ralls Royce was 
tested no attempt 
made to “push it but 


Was, no doubt, still more 
than capable of exceeding 
100 m.p.h. Petro] consump- 
Uion is about 14 miles per 
gallon 

TEST CAR fram Keg 
Hunt Motors. Nepean 


Highway, Elsternwick. 


FROM THE FEDERAL SECRETARY 


It is my vain hope that J will get this issue out before the 
end of October which will put us back on schedule. | apolo- 
gise for the lateness of the last issue but it was a case of 
something having to slip in my rather crazy life and Prae- 
clarvm was the choice. 


A quick scan of the past two issues reveals, apart from a 
few appalling spelling mistakes, the statement that Eric 
Rainsford took the wrong car to England. This is now cor- 
rected in this issue with the help of Patrick Kane-White and 
Eric Henderson. Incidentally there is a beautiful colour 
poster being marketted by chain stores of Eric’s Barker 
bodied Ghost. Fortunately a friend spotted one and 
bought it for me otherwise | wouldn’t have been aware of 
the print. A rag shop in Canberra had a picture of a beauti- 
ful green 20HP as part of the window display but short of 
shoplifting | could not prize if out of them. | wonder 
whether any member can identify the car as the poster was 
obviously a quantity production. 
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A very personal review for Stanley Sears. 


There have been so many people overseas that | am starting 
a campaign to send me away — anywhere! Bruce Ross 
amongst other sights actually spotted the reported Phan- 
tom VI being built for the Queen. Needless to say he was 
expressly forbidden to photograph it. On the other hand he 
was given a warm welcome by the Company which gave me 
considerable pleasure since Bruce has done a great deal for 
the Club as a whole and is a fine ambassador. Bob Lambkin 
the Western Australian Secretary has just completed a 4000 
mile tour in an S Il] Bentley through Scotland and England. 
Unfortunately he was always at the wrong end of the Isle 
when a Rally was on and traffic makes high speed commut- 
ing impossible apparently. His lasting impression was a pris- 
tine Silver Dawn with an agent priced at 27,000 pounds! 


News is still coming through on the Silver Jubilee Rally. | 
have not heard from Eric Barrass, the Secretary to the 
RREC since the Rally organising started. He is probably in 


= AX}48 


David Roscoe driving the Company's 10 HP Chassis 20163 
followed by its surviving sister 20162 from the South 
Kensington Science museum (see page 213). 


a sanitorium in Switzerland. As some indication of the task 
| am interspersing some pics from the RREC Bulletin; fur- 
ther reading is contained in Eric Henderson’s article. 


Fred Robinson wrote to point out that the car on page 279 
is one af the ex-Palfreyman Ghosts fitted with an adapted 
Willys-Knight or similar all steel body. | am afraid the chas- 
sis number is still a mystery. 


Fred also writes that he favours a simpler system for fitting 
flasher lights to post-war cars. This involves using two flash- 
er units in series one for each side of the car and the addit- 
ion of extra light units at the rear. Despite Fred’s misgivings 
the scheme | proposed is really quite simple and has the 
advantage of following Factory practice and maintains the 
cosmetics of the car. Fred’s system leaves the trafficators 
working in parallel with the flashing system. 


Ray Millington, the New South Wales Registrar and printing 
mentor for that Branch has been sleuthing out some his- 
toric articles on Rolls Royce in the State Library and has 
promised some reprints. He has also spoilt the Branch 
rotten by including colour prints in the Branch Newsletter 
London and Derby. 


And at the very head of the parade, the oldest of them all 
Oliver Langton’s 10 HP of 1904 Chassis 20754. 


ear) $0 
a 
e/a 


* “PANIC buying, I'm afraid — 
Cedric heard there was going to 
be a shortage.”’ 


Courtesy of the Argus and Australasian Ltd. 


There have been a number of bereavements in the Club — 
in the main, members of families. Our thoughts are with 
those concerned. 

Must close and get this to press. 


Bill Coburn 


WAR YEARS 1942-43 


It will be the first time in 34 years that | have revealed this 
story of how serious things must have been in England in 
1942-43. This copy of letter to R R Ltd. in reply to a cable 
we received, more or less states the story. | cannot find the 
cable or their reply to this letter, but R R Ltd. wanted all 
information printed in newspapers in Australia on anything 
we would find out in regards to flying or types of planes 
they had to receive it by air via the U.S.A. each week. They 
were very worried as Japan were then so close to Australia. 
It was a tall order but we did it until late 1945. 


20th February, 1943 


Mr. F.W. Turner, 
Rolls Royce Ltd., 
14-15 Conduit Street, 
London, W.1., 
England. 


Dear Sir, 


We acknowledge receipt of your cable stating, ‘‘Please send 
me until further notice by air mail cuttings and advertise- 
ments from all papers relating to matters concerning flying 
both British and American.”’. 


We presume you mean the articles in the papers which 
names the machines in action. We will forward to you each 
week the cuttings from the papers. 


We would also appreciate any literature or interesting art- 
icles on Rolls Royce productions to keep your name before 
the public. Please advice whether you would like them pub- 
lished as we think it would be a good idea to advertise on 
your behalf in New South Wales. 


The Americans are getting a lot of publicity in Australia. 
There is no doubt they have saved Australia from a difficult 
position with the Japs. Although Rolls Royce still has the 
name for the best engine in the World; the Spitfires and 
Hurricanes are often mentioned in the battle for Britain, it 
would not do any harm to keep the name Rolls Royce be- 
fore the public. 


We have written to you and Derby twice in the past two 
years asking if there is anything we can do in regards to 
modification work on your engines. You will no doubt 
know | worked on aero engines at different aerodromes 
during the last war. Although | realise that the engines you 
are now manufacturing are vastly different from the old 
models, | have no doubt that we could carry out the work 
with your assistance. No doubt the letters must have been 
lost through enemy action. 


Trusting the enclosed cuttings will be of interest to you. 


We are yours faithfully, 
Appleby and Ward. 


Bert Ward. 
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THE SILVER JUBILEE RALLY WINDSOR — 7th MAY 1977 


A friend and non-member, Eric Henderson visiting England men- 
tioned to our mutual work mate Edwin Ho that he would be visiting 
Windsor for THE RALLY; a frantic request followed for photos. 
The following collection duly arrived with a letter, excerpts of 
which follow: 


“They were all taken on Saturday 7 May, 1977 which, as you pro- 
bably already know, was the Rolls Royce enthusiast’s club of GB's 
Silver Jubilee tribute. I'll apologise that the quality of the photos is 
not what it might be — a lot of dirt has been introduced during the 
printing and a dew of the photos themselves are underexposed, 
blurred or out of focus. The lighting conditions on the day were 
abysmal: they're better than nothing at all. 


“The day started at about 10 a.m. in Home Park which is in the 
shadow of Windsor Castle. Here 500 pre-WWI! Rolls Royce were 
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EZL  (S1.QE0RGE's CHAPEL) 


being marshalled into a cavalcade. There was the inevitable RR1 
numberplate on a Mark I Shadow. The second photo is approxi- 
mately one tenth of the number of cars in the field. You will notice 
the overcast weather — it started to rain at about 1 p.m. and didn’t 
stop. 


“1 took shots of the first half dozen cars presuming they were the 
oldest or most important. | hope you recognise them or can sort 
them out because | don't know them any longer. 


“At 11.30 a.m. the first of the cars started off through the town of 
Windsor and into Windsor Castle. They then drove through the 
central courtyard where they were reviewed by the Queen. This 
photo was taken with a 300mm lens of f4.0 setting on a friend’s 
shoulders. 


“The procession then went down the long walk — which is 3 miles 
Jong — and on to Ascot racecourse. Not realizing how far that was 
my friend and | spent the next 3/2 hours walking the fifteen miles 
— in the rain. 


“At Ascot there were a further 300 post-WWII Rolls Royce making 
a total of 800 RR’s in the tribute — plus the carpark! Nos 38 and 97 
are just examples of the hundreds of special bodies there were to be 
seen. No. 29 you may recognise as club members from Adelaide. 
The fast shot is of a couple of juggernauts that had somehow got 
into the VIP carpark. The day finished at 5 p.m. 


“There was a commentary given at Ascot while some important 
cars passed through the “show ring”’. 


“This was an early event in the Jubilee programme and one which 
! thoroughly enjoyed. As for the rest of it; you no doubt saw more 
of it on TV than I did squashed between Americans and Germans in 
the wet streets of London’’. 


To amplify Eric’s story | passed his photos and letter to Patrick 
Kane-White. The indefatigable, who produced the following notes:- 


The first photograph was taken from 
outside the gate on the South side of the 
Castle grounds in the Home Park — | 
think the Cambridge Gate. The view is 
southwards down the Long Walk (near- 
ly three miles), across the Home Park 
to Windsor Great Park, to ‘The Copper 
House’’ — the popular name for an 
equestrian statue of George III. The 
heavy line marks the Long Walk and 
the subsequent route along Duke’s Lane 
to the two gates. On the left one car by 
itself is standing, | think, on the short 
road to the Mausoleum wherein lie the 
remains of Queen Victoria and Prince 
Albert. A smaller tomb nearby contains 
all that is left of Victoria Louise, Duch- 
ess of Kent, Queen Victoria mother. 
The public road crosses the Long Walk 
in the Home Park at, / think, the crest 
of the hill seen in the photo. | think 
the town to the right at the Copper Hou- 
se can be seen in the photo. The public 
are admitted to most of Windsor Great 
Park at all times, but on only one daya 
year (Whit Monday) to the Home Park 
— to visit the Royal Mausoleum. Cars 
use the public road from Windsor to Old 
Windsor and on to Staines daily, as also 
the public road from Windsor through 
the Great Park or on to Ascot. 


The Avenue of Trees consist of London 
Planes and Horse Chestnuts planted 
alternatively. These were replaced, at 
the end of the last war. The elms which 
were planted in 1682 were getting dan- 
gerous through disease and age. Charles 
Hl organised the Long Walk and the elms. 


PHOTOGRAPHS OF CARS 


kk 7901 10 h.p. 2 cylinders Decauville. 
Very suitable to include this car as 
it is similar to the first car owned 
by Henry Royce and it was through 
its shortcomings that he was prom- 
pted to design the first three Roy- 
ces very similar in many ways. 


2. 20154. 1904 10 h.p. 2 cylinders 
Rolls-Royce. Two-seater by CANN 
of Camden Town and owned by 
Oliver Langton. | think the R-R 
emblem on the radiator has been 
added in fairly recent times as ear- 
lier photographs show it with no 
emblem, Perhaps /t started life with 
the oral emblem as can be seen on 
car No, 3A. The earliest R-R listing 
its original body. 


3. 20163. 1905 10 h.p. 2 cylinders 
R-R. Side-entrance Tonneau, pro- 
bably by Basker. Most of the early 
ones were, but | am not certain. 
Owned by Rolls-Royce Motors Ltd. 


3A. 20162. (‘I would have better num- 
bered as 2A to keep the chassis 
numbers in order). 1905 10 h.p. 2 
cylinders R-R. Two-seater — again 
uncertain of coachbuilder. Note the 
oral emblem on radiator which 
preceded the present day shaped 
one. 


i | lf ee 
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60557. 1907 40/50 The Silver Ghost" herself and the 
thirteenth 40/50 to be made. ‘‘Rois des Belges’’ Tourer by 
Barker and owned by the Company. It was driven by Denis 
(2 Ns or 1?) Miller-Williams. This is the car which, more than 
the earlier ones, really made the name for the Company and 
earned the description “The Best Car in the World”. 
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60577. 1907 40/50, or Silver Ghost as these cars are known 
today. It is fitted with Shooting Brake coachwork which was 
filled to an earlier MAUDESLEY car. It has sometimes been 
described as a wagonette. Owned by Mr. James Smith of Aber- 
deenshire and many of us wilf remember him and his wife in 
Australia in 1970 when he took part in the international Rally 
in his 1926 Twenty Two-Seake with coachwork by Hamilton. 
He is at the wheel {n the photograph. 


7950E. 1912 Silver Ghost fitted with Sports Tourer coachwork 
in the style of the L to E cars, Rebodied by WILLIS. In chassis 
is to L to E specifications. Owned by Mr. C.W.P. Hampton, 


Silver Shadow Radiator, Tom Friend says Mark |. 


(right) 1645. 1911 Silver Ghost Limousine by Hooper. Owned GXL60, 1927-28 Twenty. Linousine or Sallon by Park Land. 7853E. 1912 Silver Ghost with Replica Edwardian Tourer 
by Mr. M Hawley. Owned by Professor C RILEY. coachwork by RAINSFORD. Owned by Mr. Eric Rainsford of 
(left) 48YB. 1914 Silver Ghost — Continental Alpine Eagle Adelaide, who can be seen behind the wheel. 


Tourer coachwork by Hooper. Owned by Mr. P. Beck. 


‘4 4 
Sn kee | 


An unidentified 1912 Silver Ghost with a Barker body 
originally built for a Sir John and Lady Eaton. 


PLUG UP YOUR GHOST 


How many owners of Silver Ghost cars do know their car, 
especially if they overhaul the endinge. They may have the 
crankshaft removed and the journal oi! plugs removed so 
that they can clean out all the sludge from the oil-ways. But 
what about the crankshaft extension which protrudes be- 
yond the flywheel, on which the clutch cone operates. On 
the end of this extension is a brass plug which houses a 
a valve in clutch spigot. The valve is opened each time the 
clutch is operated by a tappet rod which is adjustable and 
held in position by the rod set screw situated in the engine 
coupling pin. This tappet rod should be set with a 1/16” 
clearance between the tappet rod and the end of the oil 
valve. 


Each time the clutch is operated, this valve is opened and 
allows oil to enter into the clutch spigot bearings, All excess 
oil then passes into the clutch housing and keeps the clutch 
cone fabric lining lubricated and smooth. Inside the crank- 
shaft extension or clutch spigot is a 3/8” hole approx. 42” 
deep. This hole leads into the oilway of No. 7 main journal 
of the crankshaft. Inserted into this hole is what Rolls- 
Royce call plug, (worsted) for crankshaft extension. This 
plug is a tight fit in the 3/8” hole, but with the average oil 
pressure of a Silver Ghost enginer of 20 PSI, the oil will 
filter through this worsted and collect in the reservoir bet- 
ween the valve and the worsted for the lubrication of the 
clutch unit. It also acts as a filter so that no foreign matter 
can collect on the valve seat, otherwise the clutch would be 
flooded with oil and slipping would occur. 


If the crankshaft oil ducts are cleaned out, this worsted 
should be removed also. This was always done at the Rolls- 
Royce Service Station in the old days. 


This ‘“‘plug worsted” is 414” in full length, and the worsted 
portion is 3’' and made up of copper wire. Each end has 
two loop holes. The inner holes are for the worsted to be 
wound through, and the outer loop holes are for pulling 
into the 3/8” hole in the extension through the oil-way in 
No. 7 main bearing. To pull it out it is necessary to have a 
length of spring wire with a hook-end. 
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To rewind the plug, it is necessary to have an 80 ft. length 
of worsted, or, as | have always used, sock darning wool, a 
darning needle, an assistant, and patience to be prepared for 
at least one hour to rewind it. 


The only Silver Ghost spare parts catalogue that does show 
this plug (worsted) is the last $.G. catalogue produced and 
dated June, 1925 and is shown on page No. 24. 


Bert Ward 


NEWS FROM TOM CLARKE 


Oliver Langton has sold the two cylinder 10 h.p. RR chassis 
20154 but it remains in Scottish hands. | have no further 
details. The world’s oldest RR aero engine, a Hawk, has 
been restored in a rebuilt speedboat called Canfly. It was 
seen during a recent RREC rally to Bowness Boat Museum. 
Also | saw an original photo of Val Stock’s RR 1826E, the 
Mystery, taken in 1911 with Mr. Bellringer at the wheel. He 
was a RR manager. 


| thought it worthwhile the other day to follow up a sug- 
gestion by Jeremy Bacon, editor of the old Rolls Royce 
Owner, to look at an old book which described a trip in 
two RRs overland to Southeast Asia. Off | went to the Bri- 
tish Museum and asked to see: Grand tour — diary of an 
eastward journey by John Patrick Douglas Balfour, the pre- 
sent Lord Kinross. The book was published in London by 
John Long, 1934, 318 pages long. It seems the author not- 
iced a sandwich (i.e. board advertisement) man near Char- 
ing Cross. His sign said To India By Rolls-Royce Car For 
34 pounds Leaving October 18: Balfour signed up and the 
small tour group took off from the Royal Automobile Club 
in two second hand RRs led by Colonel Christmas. The 
cars were a Silver Ghost tourer, about 1920s registration 
DO 3719 and a Phantom | salamanca registreation XY 2214 
| have been unable to find anything further about these 
cars. | couldn’t possibly do justice to the long and very 
interesting text. Surrice it to say the RRs got them there 
all right and on past India to Burma etc. Col. Christmas in- 
tended selling the cars to Maharajas although | doubt he 
achieved this. They took quite a battering and on one oc- 
casion, supported by pictures in the book, the Phantom 
got well and truly stuck amidships on a humped bridge. 
The Colonel was wont to say on these occasions to the 
other driver: ‘Look here, !’ve got to get these cars to India’ 
and other expostulations. For collectors | recommend hunt- 
ing for this book. 


Tom Clarke 
Editor’s Note: This book was reviewed in the Rolls-Royce 


Bulletin of February 1935 which we will print with photos 
in the next edition. 


BILL FLEMING’S GHOST 
PART | 
by Bert Ward 


What an interesting and expensive Silver Ghost Chassis 47 
AU was. It was despatched from England 26/10/24 for Mel- 
bourne, Victoria and was the first 4 wheel brake chassis to 
arrive in Australia. It was imported by Dalgety Co. Ltd. for 
a Mr. G. Chirnside, a grazier in Victoria; the Chirnside 
family had owned R-R cars for many years. 


In my series of articles on modifications to R.R. cars | 
stated that the 4 wheel brake chassis was just a stop gap 
between the 2 wheel brake S.G. and the new Phantom 1. 
On the arrival in Melbourne of chassis 47 AU. Mr. Chirnside 
decided that before he had a body fitted, he would drive 
same with a temporary seat. This for him turned out the 
best idea, as it was summer time when delivery was taken 
and he decided a few trips to his property would do it 
good, but behold, he had a terrible trip, as 47 AU would 
not stop overheating, or as we would say boiling. On fur- 
ther tests which he gave 47 AU the same thing happened so 
he returned it to Dalgety and Co. Service Station to ascer- 
tain the trouble. 


Under an agreement between Rolls Royce Ltd. and Dalgety 
and Co. Ltd. when they were made agents, South Australia, 
Victoria and New South Wales had to employ an R.R. 
trained mechanic to manage the Service Station. In August 
1924 E. Ford arrived in Melbourne, and A. Appleby arrived 
in Sydney to take up their appointments. 


47 AU was a challenge to E. Ford in Melbourne, as he had 
never experienced the trouble of overheating of these chas- 
sis in England. As | have always said, an R.R. suitable for 
English conditions is not, suitable in NSW. This has been 
proved, and in later years a car for Australia was called a 
Colonial type. In Melbourne they carried out extensive 
checks to try and locate the overheating, and they even 
eased all the bearings. Patons fitted packings under the 
cylinder blocks to lower the compression ratio as this en- 
gine did have a higher ratio, removed the termostat in cool- 
ing system, but all that they did to 47 AU did not cure the 
overheating trouble. So then Mr. Chirnside told R.R. Ltd. 
that he did not want 47 AU and would wait for the New 
Phantom chassis. 


So R.R. Ltd was left with 47 AU and the decision was 
either to ship the chassis back to England, or pass the car 
on to B.A. Peat, the founder of R.R. Repair Depot in Aust- 
ralia and then the representative of R.R. Ltd. for Australia 
and New Zealand. He was driving a 20HP touring bodied 
R.R. at the time of the 47 AU trouble, but he was advised 
by R.R. Ltd. that he had to take over this chassis, rectify 
the trouble, have a body fitted and use same in place of the 
20HP. 


47 AU was railed from Melbourne to Darling Harbour 
Goods Yard. A. Appleby and myself picked the chassis up 
off the truck and decided to give it a burst on the road 
before returning to the Service Station, which proved very 
interesting to us. About one hour after parking this chassis 
in a corner in the Service Station till we could start check- 
ing same, there was a muffled explosion and a cloud of 
black smoke came out of the exhaust silencer. This gave us 
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all a shock but also one clue to the overheating trouble. 


Due to the fitting of the Servo Motor on the side of the 
gear box for the operation of 4 wheel brakes, it was nec- 
essary to reposition the generator, so it was moved to the 
near side of the engine, driven by the magneto drive gear, 
and the magneto was moved back so that it was driven 
through the generator. To do this meant that the exhaust 
manifolds and outlet pipes had to be altered. The new 
manifolds were connected between the two cylinder blocks, 
with a sliding coupling to allow for expansion and contrac- 
tion between these two units. This manifold had only one 
outlet to the expansion box in place of the two outlets 
pipes on the 2 wheel brake model. The one front down- 
pipe was large, and had a butterfly valve fitted in same, as 
was fitted to the rear pipe of 2 w.b. model; this was to 
force hot exhaust air around the carburetter throttle body 
when idling. The butterfly valve operated with the acceller- 
ator pedal so that it would be fully open at full throttle. 
This was OK in theory, but we had trouble with the 2 w.b. 
cars in that this valve would stick causing overheating of 
the rear exhaust manifold, then the castiron valve would 
burn out and flyout the exhaust pipe. So we used to re- 
move these valves. The veteran and early Post War 1 cars 
had the water from the radiator to warm the throttle body, 
but this was much slower than the exhaust. 


Our first job on 47 AU was to remove this butterfly valve, 
then the exhaust silencer was removed, also all the lagging 
was removed, then near where each baffle plate was riveted 
in, we cut a rectanglar opening, so that we could enlarge the 
holes in each baffle. By doing this we were able to relieve 
the back pressure, then we rewelded all the openings up and 
refitted the silencer. 


All the cooling system was checked, thermostat tested, 
water pump removed and checked, radiator flow checked, 
tappets adjusted, then we decided to fit a high speed fan, 
and cut louvers in the bonnet sides, as the bonnet still had 
the sliding door bonnet sides. After all this, we gave this 
chassis a thorough tough test, and the performance as a 
chassis was good and with no sign of overheating. Rolls 
Royce were advised as to what we had done, so they sent 
out bonnet sides with louvers and also a number of high 
speed fans. As each 4 w.b. chassis or car arrived after this 
in NSW, we carried out all these modifications before the 
car was delivered. 


‘When the car was all completed, and Mr. Peat started to use 


47 AU, more troubles cropped up with the engine in that 
it had a vibration period, which did not show up as a chas- 
sis. As Melbourne had eased all the engine bearings, it was 
decided to remove the sump and refit all these bearings 
back to standard, the slipper drive was removed, tested for 
poundage, then dismantled to make sure that the fibre fric- 
tion washers were OK. As with all Ghosts fitted with slipper 
drive, it was adjusted to 4 different poundages, before this 
engine lost the vibration and became smooth. 


When B.A. Peat received his 20/25HP car, 47 AU was sold 
to Capt Young of Austinmere NSW and he made this car 
work, doing a lot of touring in NSW and interstate, but at 
the same time it was well serviced. In the early stages, he 
did have the car repainted the same as his 2OHP Coupe, a 
cream brown; but later when he moved to Bowral and just 


before he passed away, it was back to the original colour. 


Capt Young’s wife sold 47 AU to Dr Marcus A, Alexander 
of Cleveland Street Redfern where the new mail exchange 
is now built. Dr Alexander had a veteran Ghost before 47 
AU, chassis No. 2583, and he always liked the cars to be in 
running order, but did not like spending money. In fact, 
when ever he happened to come into the shop, | would 
encourage him to get the engine oil changed, or do certain 
little jobs, but as | said he did not like spending so you can 
see, poor 47 AU soon got into a state that major repairs 
were necessary. Then Geo Sevenoaks got the car to sell and 
it was purchased by Brian Melloy. As it was in need of re- 
pairs, Geo Sevenoaks then sold it to a person from East- 
wood, Geoff Calderwood who was working for the British 
Phosphate Co. of the Island of Nauru and 47 AU was taken 
to Nauru, and on its return to Sydney Bill Fleming bought 
it from him. 


| am not sure when | first met Bill, either 1958-59 when he 
contacted me at McEvoy Street, Waterloo, when he brought 
the cylinder blocks and pistons to me. Am | right Bill? | am 
also sorry you had to wait 15 years for this history, yes Bill 
Rolls Royces still keep me very busy. 


With George Sevenoaks’ trade plates. 


PART II 
by Bill Fleming 


Well | must say I’m delighted to get this history of the first 
thirty years from Bert Ward. As he said, he promised 15 
years ago to write it down when he got time, and to me it’s 
been well worth waiting for. And the last 20 years? Well, 
Bill Coburn’s been on my back for a few months now want- 
ing me to finish the story. This is easy for him, | might add, 
as he also works in Department of Defence, moreover, as he 
has the car of the Minister perhaps I’d better concede to his 
request and not fob him off for a further fifteen years. 
After all, | don’t particularly want to end up as Camp Com- 
mandant of Macquarie Island. 


Actually | met Bert Ward soon after buying 47 AU a meet- 
ing that resulted from an event very similar to the one he 
describes as giving the clue to early troubles with the car. | 
had been told about the marvellous trick of starting on the 
switch. | played with various settings of the controls until | 
found to my joy that indeed the car could be started on the 
switch. This then became a sort of party trick and to ensure 
maximum effect | would switch off the car, indulge in a bit 
of banter and then “accidentally” restart the car without 
having switched on again. The trick went through numerous 
permutations and improvements to the general edification 


1933 and the South Coast Road — Rolls-Royce Bulletin. 


of the Great Disbelieving Public, who displayed interest, 
apathy, concern, boredom and amazement in their normal 
fashion. This public reaction undoubtedly reached its peak 
when some thirty years after Bert Ward’s discovery, there 
was again ‘‘a muffled explosion and a cloud of black smoke 
came out of the exhaust silencer’’. The disbelieving public 
at the one time were treated to the fascinating sight of a 
Silver Ghost starting off the switch, the explosive destruct- 
ion of its exhaust system, and the instant reduction of its 
proud owner to a gibbering hysterical ashen-faced idiot. So 
a few days later a rather subdued subaltern with all of one 
hundred pounds in the bank fronted up to York Motors 
and enquired of a benign dust-coated gentleman could be 
please have a new muffler for a Silver Ghost? Actually | 
awarded myself full marks for coolness under fire because 
Bert Ward, and indeed it was he, replied ‘Um m’say, we 
wouldn’t do that m’say, but we would fit a complete new 
exhaust system for you... . let me see, that would be three 
hundred pounds.’’ This was followed by a rather strained 
silence which he gently broke by saying ‘‘So you've got a 
Ghost young fellah? M’say what’s the chassis number?” The 
reply was followed by an incredulous “47 AU? You own 47 
AU? You mean she’s back from Nauru? Don, come here... 
this gentleman owns 47 AU.”’ In an instant | was promoted 
from ‘young fellah’ to ‘gentleman’ and had gained entree to 
the world of friendly advice of Bert Ward and his long-time 
friend and partner Don Appleby. And all because the muff- 
ler I'd demolished belonged to 47 AU! And so within a very 
short time (and at negligible profit to Your Motors!) 47 AU 
was once again spic and span. In fact in my opinion she was 
better than she ever was. Certainly she was far handsomer, 
with all her dents gone, and signs of weariness such as sag- 
ging springs and tattered upholstery refurbished, a new 
hawthorn green paint scheme in place of a singularly unin- 
spiring brown, and her bronzed brass-work now polished. 
Nineteen years later she’s mellowed somewhat, but she 
still looks alright to me. 


Over the years since I’ve owned her she’s been back and 
forth to Queensland on numerous occasions, taken part in 


1933 at the summit of Mount Kosciusko. 
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{ hasten to add have come to pass because the car has been 
driven and enjoyed over the years, commonly with an exu- 
berance more in keeping with the times of James Radley 
when a fifty years old youngster has a right to expect. And 
after all, when troubles come they are overcome — that’s 
what ownership is all about. 


But Part Il of this story is round the corner. We’re climbing 
Kosciosko again this year, and we'll all be photographed 
together at the top forty four years after 47 AU was first 
recorded there. Of course also on the agenda is a Golden 
Jubilee portrait in front of Parliament House, which should 
show the changes since 1930 when 47 AU graced a Rolls- 
An officer’s mess — Holsworthy 1958. Royce Bulletin, setting of that concrete pile in fact 

being then twice its age. But after that, sadily we’re moving 

on. Times, responsibilities and circumstances change, and 

gow owners being only human come and go — hopefully the 


—__ Ghost will always remain. 


| found this interesting article some 20 years old, the car is 
PIIl Chassis No. 3 DL2, and referred to on page 100. The 
Duke of Gloucester of course had nothing to do with the 
car, and Fred Glover, was 2nd chauffeur to the Duke of 
Gloucester. He is the person standing alongside PI] 3AX 
195 on page 103. He never drove 3 DL2 in his life. 


orks epee 


The test figures are very interesting to compare with 
those of 3 AXGG on page 107 one in 1939 and the other 
in 1957, 


October 1930 — Rolls-Royce Bulletin. 
countless rallics and events, been down to Victoria twice Bert Ward 


and seen a fair bit of outback Queensland and New South 
Wales. And until 1975 she never once over-heated, so Bert 
dit his work well 45 years before. And then she only over- 
heated in 1975 because | had sprung the radiator core in 
Western Queensland in 1960, and in defiance of all the 
teachings of Henry Royce, for the next 15 years instead of 
having the radiator fixed, simply gave her a dose or Bars- 
Leak every time a bad road made it weep once more! So 
you can hardly say it was her fault, considering the junk we 
finally got out of the radiator, in fact | would say that 47 
AU was singularly understanding over the years. But if cer- 
tainly did make for an interesting journey to Melbourne, 
seeing she started to over-heat leaving Brisbane and it was 
a thousand miles before the problem was finally solved! 


Bert Ward's been letting quite a few secrets out of the bag 
in his articles in Praeclarum. I’ve already suggested to Bill 
Coburn that perpahs an action under the Official Secrets 
Act or a little weensic ASIO investigation might be in order, 
but he tells me we tive in an age of ‘leaks’ and even if he 
made Praeclarum “CONFIDENTIAL — not to be read by 
anyone who still thinks Rolls-Royces are perfect and never 
break down” the word would still get around. Consequent- 
ly, with due reservations | am prepared to state that in the 
time I’ve owned 47 AU there have been occasions when the 
car has been reluctant to start, one time when she stopped 
for no apparant reason by the side of the road (as did a cer- 
tain Corniche, | recall, on its first run down the Geclong 


Road), a further memorable dark and stormy night descent 6A. ? Chassis Number. Early Silver Ghost Tourer (possibly a ‘‘Rois 
of the Tollbar from Toowoomba when the lights went out des Belges”’). Couchbuilder und owner unknown. | have seurch- 
one by one starting the clock-light and (hush!) two rather ed through every thing | possess but can't recognise the car. 

: . , Rees ; ; It could be an American entry — the colour and the hood 
disturbing mornings when an examination of the sump dis- 


ce : ; A x perhaps suggest this. 
closed distinct mettalic fragments — in fact a not inconsid- In the left background you will see the rear of un early Ghost 


erable portion of one of the pistons. But all of these events with Barker Pullman Limousine coachwork. 


THROTTLE CONTROLS — SILVER DAWN 


AND SILVER WRAITH FITTED WITH 
MANUAL GEARBOXES 


The following is a description of setting the throttle con- 
trols. It should not normally be necessary to adjust all the 
points described, but complete information is given, should 
this be required. 


(i) 


(ii) 


Set the lever (1, Fig.26) so that the distance from the 
centre of the pin hole in the lever to the face of the 
clamping plate fitted against the rubber gas-tight cover 
of the steering column is 1%” (38 m/m) as shown in 
Fig.27. 


Ensure that the carburetter throttle valves are in the 
normal idling (running) position as shown in Fig.28, 
i.c. with the throttle stop screw resting against the nor- 
mal idling lobe of the cam and not as shown in Fig.29. 


NOTE:- If the throttle stop screw is resting against the 
fast idling lobe of the cam, it can be moved to the nor- 
mal idling position by opening the throttle and moving 
the cam into the desired position. 


THrotne Stop Screw \ 


FIG.28. IDLING CAM AND THROTTLE STOP SCREW 


IN NORMAL RUNNING POSITION. 


294 


lOUNG Cam 
a ees Ar 


\ 


THROTTLE Stop Scaew 


FIG.29. IDLING CAM AND THROTTLE STOP SCREW 


IN FAST IDLING POSITION. 


(iii) Adjust the length of the rods (2 & 3, Fig.26) to obtain 


(iv 


— 


(v) 


(vi) 


a clearance of 1/8” to 1/4” (3 to 6 m/m) between the 
end of the lower arm of the bellcrank lever (4) and the 
side of the rod (3) nearest to the lever, as shown in 
Fig.30. 


Adjust the rod (5) so that the lever (6) hangs vertically 
when the accelerator pedal is in the up (closed posi- 
tion. 


Adjust the rod (7) so that sufficient clearance is obtain- 
ed between the upper peg ‘A’ on the lever (8) and the 
pad ‘B’ on the lever (9) to allow approximately 1/8” 
(3 m/m) free movement of the accelerator pedal with 
pedal in closed position and the throttle valves in the 
normal idling position, as shown in Fig.28. 


If necessary, fit rubber stops (10) under the accelerator 
pedal plate so that the pedal is stopped on the pedal 
gap when the throttle is in the wide open position. 


(vii) Adjust the rods (11 and 12) so that sufficient clearance 


is obtained between the pad ‘C’ on the lever (13) and 
the peg ‘D’ on the lever (1) to allow from 7 to 9 not- 
ches free travel of the hand throttle lever on the quad- 
rant of the steering column before the throttle com- 
mences to open. 


SAGE 


SSS SSS 


ASASSAAAAAAAS 


SSSSSSSSS 


FIG.27. CORRECT ANGULAR POSITION OF LEVEL ‘1’. 
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FIG.30. VIEW SHOWING CLEARANCE BETWEEN 
BELLCRANK LEVER ARM AND ROD. 


L-R Mrs L.D. Williams, Sue and Harry Williams, Bill 
Cutts, Helen Cooper and Strat Myers. 


nae pecaiew 


The nicest car in which to be stuck in a traffic jam. 


* (STOP PRESS ** 
FOR SALE 


Phantom 1 Chassis 30LC — George Sevenoaks. 1927 PHANTOM I 


CHASSIS LF 82 
Ee 


BODY BY PIONEER. LWB LIMOUSINE 


ty [Be Ea 81,500 miles. Original paintwork. 
—— 3 6 new tyres. 


J $ 22,000 
Delivered anywhere in Australia 


IAN QUIGLEY 
333 HEATHFIELD RD., 
HEATHFIELD, S.A. 5153 
Phone: W (08) 223 7000 H (08) 339 1137 


4 


The Federal Secretary is tempted. 


415, 
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WINDSOR — 1977 
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26350. 1905 20 h.p. 4 cylinders R-R. One of the “Light Twen- 
ties’ — as opposed to the ‘Heavy Twenties’ of the day. Tourer 
with Tourist Trophy style coachwork by (1 think) Barker. The 
first Twenty, a “Heavy 20" was sold to Mr. Arthur Biggs, who 
was a connoisseur of cars. It was he who suggested to Rolls 
that a lighter version be made and entered in the Isle of Man 
T.T. the next year (1905) the first of these which the Auto- 
mobile Association was to organize the first 7.7. Race | 
mean. This was done and C.S.R. duly entered two Light Twen- 
ties, His car broke some geurs very early in the race but, Percy 
Hosthey, the other driver drove on and gained 2nd place. In 
71906 C.S.R., with Eric Pletford as mechanic, drove the car to 
victory in the second T.T. Race no less than 27 minutes 
ahead of the next man. These cars also performed excellently 
in the 1905 Gordon Burnett Race on the continent and in 
Daytona in America. Owned by Mr. Stanley Sears. 


GRM32, 1936 25/30 Sedanca de Ville by WINDOVERS. 
Owned by Mr. D. Meijers of Holland. 


97. 


210. 


90. 


34MG. 1921 Silver Ghost Tourer by Hooper (to which some 
dreadful things have been done — ghastly horus, bumper bars, 
dram headlights and sidelights and the shutters), The catalogue 
identifies it as 34MG (of 1922 which it is not). Whatever it is, 
it seems to have come heavily under the influence of our gal- 
lant allies across the sea. Owned by Mr. {.W.E. Banks. 

(in the background). GOK61. 1926 Twenty Tourer by Barker. 
Owned by Mr. D. Arcad. 


JOORM 1924 Silver Ghost. Replica Barker Tourer, rebodied 
by RUSSEL, with design and help from L. WILLIS. Original 
coachwork converted to a hearse in 1935 and used for 30 years 
in Co. Tyrone. Owned by Mr. W.O, WILSON of Northern Ire- 
land. Not on the ramparts but on the road from Norman Gate- 
way in the North round McMiddle Ward — Winchester Tower 
in the background. 
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